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Purpose:

To identify experiences regarding nursing ethics of students during nursing practicum and discuss the
characteristics of such experiences, in order to gain insights into developing educational material in the form of
nursing ethics case studies, among others.

Method:

A total of 23 research collaborators, who have completed their third year practice work in a nursing department
facility of a nursing university, agreed to participate in the study. A group interview on their experiences
regarding nursing ethics during practice work was conducted, and the information collected was analyzed
qualitatively and inductively.

Result:

Students’ experiences regarding nursing ethics during nursing practicum were the following eight: 1) I am hesitant to give
patients my personal information even though I know it is necessary to build rapport. 2) Because I realize my
responsibility and ability as a student, I am perplexed by the expectation patients’ families have on me. 3) I
made decisions that respected patients’ integrity, but I am perplexed by decisions made by other nurses or the
situation of the facility that are not in alignment with my decisions. 4) I was not able to treat patients in a
way that respected their integrity based on their developmental stage and sex, and question myself as to what
I should have done. 5) It is difficult to say no to patients’ affection because it grows out of rapport. 6) I find it
difficult to decide whether or not giving a gift to an affected infant is a fair act of nursing. 7) I am bewildered by
requests made by patients that are not under my responsibility.

8) I find it difficult to resolve the conflict between the student and the nurse in me.

Conclusion:

The study on experiences regarding nursing ethics of students during nursing practicum identified two major types: 1) the
student assuming the role of the nurse to provide care, and 2) the role of the student and the nurse co-existing

as one. This suggests a need to consider developing educational material that corresponds to each type.
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