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Support for Siblings of Children Who Have Been
Hospitalized for a Long Period of Time

— Analysis of a Record of Support Over a One Year Span —
Fujimura Mayumi, R.N.,B.S.”’

The purpose of this report is to search for siblings of children who have been hospitalized for a long period
of time and once discovered to outline specific methods for support. This report is based on the following case
study.

A sick child had been receiving treatment at a general hospital in Tokyo. He comes from another
prefecture. He had one younger sister (2years old). Her brother had osteo-sarcome, a very serious illness. His
family had no relatives in Tokyo. So the mother was taking care of her children by herself.

The nurse introduced the mother to a child care supporter. The child care supporter took care of her
daughter until she finished with her son's care. The child care supporter made every effort to meet the
daughter's need.

| analyed the child care supporter's written record of support. It became clear from this study that more
and better quality research is needed in this area.

Key words: hospitalized for a long period of time, a family function,

siblings, child care supporter.
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